Level 1 – The Dreamer “Shout it Out” 
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Maybe you have always wondered about how you came to be here, you have either asked your parents for the story or have been told bits and pieces of it and you want to know more, you want to put your story together.  You are maybe just getting started with an organization on campus or you are were just looking for information on the internet about the Dream Act. Is this you? 

Sample Action - A One on One 

Make a personal decision to come out to someone you know. You can meet up at a coffee shop or schedule a meeting with the person you are hoping to come out to.  You might be thinking to yourself, ‘how do I bring up the topic of immigration?!’ 

You can do so in various ways: 

1. You can say to the person that you are coming out to that you have an important thing to say. 

2. If you are too scared or too worried about being alone during this one on one, bring a friend you already came out to. They don't have to say anything but just being there for moral support is enough! 

3. You can casually steer the conversation into your story. 
Take a listen to how David comes out to his friend.

Sample dialogue: 

For example, you could be talking about the upcoming study abroad opportunity over the summer.  “Hey Sally Joe, how is it hangin? . . . I am doing great too, but I am kind of bummed, remember that study abroad thing to China?  Well I was really pumped to go but I can’t because . . .” 

or maybe 

“Hey Joey,  what’s kickin? Oh you are going to the mall tomorrow, I really want to come, can you come pick me up? [Joey says, sheez get a driver’s license already!] . . . Well actually the reason I can’t get a license is because. . . “ 

You get the idea.  Coming out can happen in any situation or conversation if you do not want to just sit the person down and say, “hey sally, I have something important to say, I am undocumented.  <insert your personal story here>.” 

The Action – Have you completed a Dreamer level now? 

After you share your story remind the person that there is a solution and it is called the Dream Act. Urge them to get active and support your efforts, invite them to become a part of this organization you are a part of. Remember, telling your story can be an empowering experience but it can also help broaden the immigrant student movement. Don’t be afraid to ask that person to get involved. After you conversation, ask them to sign a postcard/petition.  

You have completed this level if you: 

· Share your story; and
· Gather at least 10 petition signatures. 

Tools you need to complete this level:

· Guide to telling a good story; and

· Petition forms
Level 2 – Cesar Chavez and the UFW 
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Sample Action - A Meeting
Consider hosting a coming out meeting. You can convene a meeting with other dreamers and/or allies. In meetings, its important to start the meeting with group agreements that include a commitment to confidentiality and respect when sharing personal stories.  Use this meeting as an opportunity to deepen relationships with allies and other dreamers. Create a safe space by listening and thanking others for sharing their stories. You know better than anyone who can be invited to this meeting. Be cautious with who you decide to come out too, not everyone accepts undocumented youth and you may be putting yourself in harms way. 

The Action – Have you completed a Cesar Chavez and UFW level now? 

After everyone has had the opportunity to share their story remind the everyone, that there is a solution and it is called the Dream Act. Use the meeting as an opportunity to encourage everyone to get active and support efforts for the Dream Act to pass. Remember, telling your story can be an empowering experience but it can also help broaden the immigrant student movement. At the meeting encourage everyone to a postcard/petition and host their own coming out meetings. 

You have completed the Cesar Chavez and the UFW level if you: 

-Collect 25 petition signatures (or text message sign-up) & share you story with us (written or video)

Level 3 - Audre Lorde “Shout it Out”
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Sample Action - A Party
Coming Out doesnt have to be an ominous thing! Host a coming out party! 

At least 1- 2 week ahead: 

Like all parties, plan ahead including sending out invitations to your party and brain storming what activities you would like to have. Your party could be action oriented. You can host a call in party to your Senators! Or it can be a fund raising party to support a scholarship to help you get to school or help out your local Dream Team, etc 

A week ahead: 

Call and Email folks about your coming out party. Give them all the details to your event. Consider making it a potluck event to cut costs. 

If you are hosting the event at a location outside your home, confirm the place and time. Ideally it should be free.  

If you are hosting a fundraiser, meet with a group of friends to plan out event including thinking of different fundraising activities and roles needed. WIll you need to pick up extra food for guests? What other materials/decorations will you need? 

A couple of days ahead: 

Call and Email to confirm. Organize yourself by keeping track of guests and if they are bringing food make a note of that as well.  

Day of:  Enjoy the Party! Don't forget to have fun and tie all this work to a commitment to pass the Dream Act. 

The Action – Have you completed the Audre Lorde level now? 

-   Collect  50 petition signatures (or text message sign-ups) & share you story with us (written or video) & hold a coming out party.

Level 4 - Rosa Parks – “We Are Here Get Used to It”
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Sample Action - A Press Conference
Host a press conference on National Coming out Day. Before you get started at this level, there are a couple of items you should have in hand.  

These include:  

· a media list or a list of press contacts.  If you do not have one contact Juan@dreamactivist.org or Tolu@unitedwedream.org 

· a purpose to the press conference: Why are you calling this press conference? Are you announcing coming out day? Are you coming out to tell you story? Is a press conference a good format for this? 

· group of students/youth who are willing to tell their story: make sure that are prepped. You/They must be aware of all the potential consequences of telling their story to such a wide audience.  

3-5 Days Before of Press Conference: 

· Draft, Edit and Finalize Media Advisory with 5 W's for event (who, what, where, why, how) 
· Media  Advisory 
· This for planning purposes only. It is not news; it is merely to educate reporters on the event you are planning. 

· The number you include in the advisory must be one where you can be reached the day of the event. Only include an email if you will be checking it at the event.

· Know the permit policy and media policy of your event location and make sure you contact the director of communications for your location (especially on college campuses).Email, Fax, and Call reporters to pitch your press conference 
· When you call -  
· Identify yourself right away and ask if they have time to speak 

· Tell them about your event in 30 seconds or less

· Localizing instead of federalizing the issue can be helpful in getting a local reporters attention – They him/her why this issue affects their community

· With flagship publications don’t stop with one reporter. If the immigration reporter says no, by all means call the higher education reporter

· Invite family members, allies, etc to event. Who do you want to be there? 

· Draft Agenda of Press Conference and order of speakers with bios on each speaker. 

1-2 Days 

· Draft Press Release with 5 W's for event (who, what, where, why, how)+ additional narrative. Include quotes from students who will talk at event and reasons why they are coming out. 
· Press releases are news and can be quoted from, so it is very important that you fact check the information you are releasing.

· Have a good understanding of your audience. Who the reporters attending are and who reads the paper/magazine, or watches their television station (parents, young adults, educators, politicians, immigrants etc.)

· Email, Fax, and Call reporters to pitch your press conference the night before and the day of the press conference. 

Day of the Press Conference: 

· Send out your press release and have printed copies available at your press conference.
· Consider room set up. Make sure mics and podium are set up if you are using this format.  

· Have someone there with a camera or a flip 
· Prep: Run Down Agenda of Press Conference and Good Luck! 

The Action – Have you completed the Rosa Parks level now? 

You have completed this level if you: 

· Collect 75 petition signatures or text message sign-ups;

· Shared you written and video story with us; and

· Held a coming out event that had local press coverage.

Level 5 - Harvey Milk "Out of the Closets and into the Streets" 
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Sample Action - A Rally
A coming out rally is an empowering and action oriented opportunity to come out to your community 

When preparing for a rally: 

At least 2 weeks ahead: 

· Consider turn out goals. The sky is the limit but consider other factors such as your time and capacity. Ideally, you could be working with a team of folks to make sure your rally is a success. Clarify roles and responsibilities early at the beginning of your planning sessions. 

· What is the agenda of the rally? Consider adding  a speak out component and have a specific demand. 

Have you completed a Harvey Milk level now? 

You have completed this level if you: 

 -     Collect 100 petition signatures (or text messages) 

 -     Get at least 5-7 people to share their story with us (written or video) 

 -     Hold a coming out event w/ press coverage  

-      You've helped others come out as well 
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